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5 0 4 DISCOURSE &%. 


nov. A. - 5 
Th memory 4. the . ts Boſe. 


3 H E wreak ef juſt is the g ell that 
any 008 can ſuſtain. Yet it is of comparative jmpox- 
tance, according to the lation in Which a perſon 
is placed. To be jaſt implies a faithful diſcharge 
of the duties to which we are called. To fulfil the 
duties of aur Ration, bs hovorable in the loweft places 
in life; yet fome ſtations are more honorable : ſome 
ſpheres admit of more extenſive uſefulneſs ; and to be 
faithful in theſe, though it expreſs the ſame merit, im- 
| plies greater honor than faithfulneſs, * a ſubordinate 

Ration, 725 
The Juſt man, in addition to his l 3 the 


approbation he en joys in life, is not forgotten i in death; 


. 


% 


4 On the Death ol Prefident Stfles, - 
but his memory is blefſed. His labors ſurvive him 
his character is recolleQed—is mentioned with arati. 
| tne and reſpect, and imitated. The afllictive event, 
which will oblige us in fature to conſider a perſon of 
piety and uſefulneſs, only i in the light of the paſt, has 
induced me to chooſe at this time, as the ſubje& of 
meditation The memory. of the juſt is bleſſed ; and 
it is my deſign in diſcourſing of the paſſage, to con- 
ider the character to whom it is now applied, only 
in his labors as Paſtor of this Church, His qualifi- 
: cations for the important ſtation to which he removed | 
after leaving this Society, and in which he was employ- 
ed till the cloſe of his life, 1 ſhall not attempt to def- 
| cribe. To this part of his character, doubtleſs amon 8 
thoſe who had an opportunity of obſervin g his con- 
duct, and were more particularly intereſted in it, ſome 
will ariſe to do juſtice, and will diſtinguiſh with many b 
a ſplendid and grateful tribute his tomb. But as a 
ſubject more proper and uſeful for us, let us conſider 
his labors as Paſtor of this Society—labors which were 
the principal employment of his life; a relation he was 1 
happy to ſuſtain, and which he ever recollected with 


pleaſure. 


On the Death of Pretdent Stiles. — 6 


The Goſpel, Brethren, i is ſo pure and N as to 


offer only mercy to the beſt of men. No one can ſay 


he is fully obedient to the will of God, and is entitled | 


leſs, and are in truth neareſt perfection, are yet entirely 


dependent on divine grace; in many things they offend, 


and in all are deficient. When it is ſaid, therefore, 
that the memory of the juſt is bleſſed, the word juſt cannot 
be conſidered as denating an abſolutely perfect charac- 


ter; but one who has a diſpoſition to be obedient, and 


who manifeſts this diſpoſition in his general conduct. 


The perſon whoſe memory is now in view, is not to be 


thought perfect. N othing i 1s more erroneous, or more 


dapgerous than ſuch an opinion of any man: and the 
opinion neceſſarily implies at leaſt one error, that the 


perſon whoforms i it is prejudiced. Theſe remarks are 


not the reſult of envy, or want of affection; for if the 
moſt condeſcending and obliging friendſhip command 
_ gratitude and eſteem, they are due from my oppreſſed 


heart to the character of whom I- am diſcourſing.— 
Whatever were his imperfections, he exhibited in a 
number of inſtances a ſingularly juſt and examplary 


character, and theſe only. our text will lead us to 


* out. Our 


to his favor; but thoſe who appear the more blame- 


a F 


2 


bo 


6s Ou che Death of Preſident Stiles. | 
1 Obſervations will reſpect his doctrines. In the 


opinion of ſome, doctrines or ſentiments are of little im- 
portance. They think the juſtice of them cannot b eaſcers 


tained; and that a perſon would be better employed in 
making the order and peace of ſociety his immediate ob- 
ject, than in diſcourſing of what they conſider ſpeculative 
and metaphy ſical ſubjects. Butifthe Creator oftheworld 
be inviſible, and his will have an influence on the fiats 
of creation, then every thing which reſpeQs his char- 


after is of great importance; and whatever renders 


our opinions more juſt, or our affections more devout 


is of a practical nature, and does indeed e 2 
and peace in the world. 


With a ſenſe of the importance of a variety of doc- : 
trines reſpeQting the divine nature, our deceaſed friend 
appeared very, deeply impreſſed. ' Theſe dodrines and 


the obligations they involved on man, he frequently | 


\ repreſented, and inculcated. In his laſt addreſs* to the 


Society he remarked, © The doctrine of the Trinity in 


Unity, the real Deity and ſatisfaction of Chriſt, with 
the 2 N. 5 the meſs * {you of | 


From this addreſs the Allowing extracts in this * are fake, 7 he 
original was left with the Churc 


F 
the doctrines of grace, have been the unintereepted 
faith of eight tenths of chriſtendom from the afeonfios = 
of Jefusto this day. This ſyſtem I have received froth 
God in the ſcriptures of truth, and on the review of my 

miniſtry I hope you will find, that 1 have preached 
the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, the myſteries of rev 
— by grace- and the blood of the immarniacs | 
Lamb, the meritorious babes of the n 


Immanuel.“ un, mention ice, Hoot 


= 
* His ſteadinels =»Y . in maintaining what he 


conſidered the peculiar dofrines of the goſpel. 


Tt was very obſervable be dd not 9 5 to conceal his 
tentiments, ar to be miſunderſiood i in the repreſent- 
aten of them ; but chat he afferied' them with frank 
. 421 confirmed them , arguments the reſult of 

mach lucy, and recommended them with a lively and | 
Rate zeal. isrepreſentation of doftrines ſhow- 
a that in his view they 1 were important as his own fal- 
vation and that of his hearers * : that he was not to be 
| ſeparated from them, and could not ceaſe from recom- 
 mendin 8 chem. 1 was a langnage he adopted on  leav- 
ing you, „8001 18 my witneſs, and you have a E 
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2 CARE PER er eee eee hows 


8 I 
in your on breaſt; that I have kept the faith: and I 
beg leave to teſtify to you, as with my dying breath; 


that the great ſyſtem of doctrines which has been the 


burthen of my miniſtry for many years paſt, is the pure; 
uncorrupted, evangelical verity. I not only believe i it; 


but I ſee it; I know it to be the truth. On TER I cheer | 


fully reſt my own ſalvation, and that of thoſe who have 
heard me. This I have explained and inculeated and 
moſt earneſtly recommended to you all; and I pray 
God it may be preſerved in my dear flock, and 5 in 3 the 
Church univerſ al,” 


24. Next to his uniformity and zeal, we may con- 
ſider his attention in viſiting the Society, and his more 
private labors and miniſtrations. His communicative | 
temper, and the eaſe with which he adapted himſelf to 
perſons i in different Gituations and of various characters | 
and ages, connected with diſtinguiſhed humility and 
benevolence qualified him very much to promote. the 


intereſt of religion i in his viſits, to inſtru the ignorant, 


| conſole the afllifted, reaſon with the exroneous, and re- 


call the wanderer—to en 1gage the attention of the young, 


and in general to communicate light and peace. His 


— -v 


a "i 


attention in this walk of life was not confined to vifit- 


? 


ing ; but in the later years of his miniſtry 10 had bs. | 
; peated ſeaſons of catechiſing children and ſervants, as 
well as lectures, and meetings with the Church. In 
each of theſe ſervices he was very aſſiduous, and took | 
| great pleaſure ; but eſpecially in meetings with the | 
Church he experienced unuſual delight ; and the me- 
mory of thoſe meetings is {till imprinted on the hearts 
of a number who were intereſted in thoſe pleaſing ſea- 


ſons of chriſtian communion. We may mention 
Ach. His natural friendſhip for the Society. The 

Apoftle Paul, in writing to the Philippians, ſays 

But I truſt in the Lord Jeſus to ſend Tien ſhortly 


unto you ; for I have no man like-minded, who will natu= © 


rally care for your ſtate: in which repreſentation he 


_ intimates, that this Miniſter was of an affectionate diſ- 


polition—-would induſtriouſly attend to their welfare, 


and feel a lively intereſt in their proſperity, An affec- 
tionate diſpoſition was a characteriſtic of our deceaſed 
| friend. You remember with what ſolicitude he obſerv- 
ed your ſtate; how he rejoiced in any inſtances of your 
Prolpexity ; how he appreciated your expreſlions of 
| | B - 


4 


. rue In are 


— — 
pn 


— 
—— — 
2 _ 


/ 
3 RES 
SIE Lak == 9 


= 


_ 


ev AW 300 Dis} gy Py i AO l A. 4 
wu — : 


IVE 


N . OR IT ö 3 r n J A IRR ge 6 as FF D 
28 e —e pr + Ns THONG 5 P We IAA % * 1 e 3 F a * IE 
F * e FA OS 3 A * . * 3 "= N ww * — 45 dats minke fe 2 eel Yen, > , . a „e Y ED Ss 1 
D 2 * . 9 —— — eren 2 r n e 2 n * : 
Ws * oy * 4 > A a 3 3 232 8 — was Loot, n 5 * 


4 


— . 


e 


— + 2 N . — 


r 


2 _ 
CE ITO SS 


lf Wd * LETS ro, ikea N 
A 


2 


9 - — — rey 4 
» Y <> 2 2 1 b. . "TRE. - 3 * 2 * 
- * 2 = — I PIES * . 2 
een N 4 3 — W a i 
> : p " 2 1 — 1 - . * 
* 2 e 1 — TD, > RT bub 
x 
: 


— ene PIT ane ens 


\ 


1% On the Death of Preſident Stiles, 


kindneſs to him, and conſidered every part of your con. 


duct in a light the moſt favorable to your character, 


expreſſing the affection of a near relation, even of a 


F athe r. | 


th. He was faithful to the liberty of the Churches. 


and in his own exerciſed a vigilant and prudent diſci- 


pline. He appealed to you that he had *nevet lorded 
it over God's heritage ;” that he had ever left the 
power of the keys where Chriit had placed them, with 
the brethren ;“ and that he had © been a faithful advo- 


cate for the liberties and rights of the Church. To 


tyranny of every kind he was a decided enemy; yet to 
order and government he was a ſincere friend; and in 
his diſcipline of the Church expreſſed zeal and diſcre- 


tion. 


6th. F inally, as a ſubject of the greateſt importance, 
and the ground of all his merit, we ſhould conſider his 
regard to vital religion, which he frequently inculcated, ; 
and of which we have reaſon to believe he was an in- 
ſtance. He proteſted, © I have had a fervent longing 
after your eternal happineſs ; and have often prayed 


my God, that although I myſelf ſhould fail of his gracg, 


\ 


on the Death of Preſident Stiles. 
yet that you all might be ſaved with an everlaſting ſal. 
vation, I have loved Jeſus from early life. Frommy 
youth up, even from childhood, was this divine princi- 
ple implanted in my puerile boſom ; prompting me - 
ever fince, by prayer and deep reſearches, to ſeek after 
clearer ideas of his amiable character the treafures of 
wiſdom and excellency with which he is engloried. — 
Some degrees of this love I would hope have animated 
the general courſe of my whole miniſtry. You know 
from the firſt day that I came among you after what 
: manner I have. been with you at all ſeaſons, ſerving the 
| Lord with many tears and temptations ; and how that 
I have not ceaſed to warn every one night and day, and 
have taught you publicly and from houfe to houſe, teſt hing 
10 Hou all repentance towards God, and Faith toward ur 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” That love for the Saviour which 
he profeſſed and which he witneſſed in love to you, as 
well as other good works, there is reafon to believe was 


kncere, and that true no adorned his character. 


7 For more than twenty one years, vin From Oct. 22, 
1785, to March 13, 1776, he continued to miniſter a · 
mong Fw in holy things; then ho was obliged to leave 


4 


12 On the Death of Preſident Stiles. 
the place, and the Society was diſperſed by the war. 


Soon after having received an invitation to the Preſi- 
dency of Vale College in Connecticut, and ſeeing no 
EJS proſpect of re-ſettlement in his former ſituation, he was 
induced to accept the invitation, and on March 19th, : 
1778, wrote a letter of diſmiſſion from his Church and 
Con Feuuos circulating it among thoſe who might 


* 


then have an opportunity to ſee it; and intendin 
for the whole when they ſhould be eee 1 5 
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N ot to mention * make wich, the Society in 
their diſperſed and afflicted ſtate, nor his confidence 
that they would finally return with ſucceſs and gladneſs, | 
his mind appears to have been peculiarly occupied with 

the diffolution of his paſtoral engagements. .. In that 
| hour he reflected on his paſt ſeaſons of intercourſe with 

you, with the ſame feelings that ſome of you refle& on 

| his own life. The ſcene was too affecting to be par- 

ticularly conſidered, and he * was obliged,” to uſe his 
ou language, to turn away his eyes while he gave 
the parting ſtroke and bore to you the tidings that he 
was no longer to be your miniſter.“ For the whole 
Society he had a ſincere friendſhip ; ; but the Church en- 


On the Death-of Preſident Stiles. ag 


gaged a peculiar ſhare of his affection, and meeting in 


conferences with them, and communing with them in 
the ſupper of the Lord was the moſt delightful part of 
his intercourſe with the Church, I am no more,” he 


lamented in his addreſs—*I am no more to break the 


| bread of life unto you. I am no more to be converſant a- 


mong you in thoſe delightful meetings of church-fellow- | 
ſhip in which we walked heavenward in company. and 


took lweet c zounſel together; and in which. I was wont, | 


with N delight, to edify and build you up, and to 


both you and myſelf 1 in the. divine life and in 


the road to glory... Never more do I expect in this 


world to enjoy ſuch ** and raviſhin g fellowſhip.” — 


| In a ſtated manner he never miniſtered to this Church 


after this diſmiſſion. Yet. in his occalional viſits he 


| witneſſed the fincerity of his former attachments. and 


their continuance. Of his deathno particular. account 5 
has arrived, excepting that it took place, after a ſhort 


illneſs, on the evening of the 12th of May, that he died 


in the hope of a bleſſed metal EN 68th year 
of his age. | 
From his character and labors his memory will 


 doubtlels be extenfively preſerved in the word and 
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„ On the Death of Preſident Stiles. 
it will long live in this place. Scarcely a family, nor 
an indibidual here but has reaſon from ſome office of 
good will to remember him. Not a tree, nor 4 brook, 
nor a ſcene around us but has engaged his obſervation. 
In remembering him be induced to conſider his doc- 
trines and example. This is the only ſuitable way of 
remembering the juff—the only circumſtances in which 


they are diſtinguiſhed from other men. Let not the 


tribute to his character confiſt in tears, or applauſes; 


theſe often encreaſe the vanity of ſociety and induce the 


ambitious and enterpriſing to ſeek only a name. LEE 


us remember him in the character of virtuous, fo far as 


he was virtuous, and imitate his example. This is the 
peculiar deſire of miniſters of the Goſpel. They preach 
the doctrines of life, and give an example of them, and 
to have thoſe doctrines believed and their example fol- 
lowed 1 ts ever ſucceſs to their Jabors, and is the beſt, be. 
ing aliving monument of their characters. This is par- 


ticularly intended in the expreſſion, chat te memory of 
the juſt is bleſſed. 


Conſider the doctrines which he inculcated with fre- 


quency and zeal, the real diyinity of Jeſus Chriſt, and 


On the Death of Preſident Stiles. 5 
conſequently the divine obligation of his commands z 
the duty of repentance and faith—of walking 'in tha : 
Spirit and « heirs of glory, on which he ſo hoe and 
affectionately infited; conſider the importance of the 7 
ordinances to which he gave you ſo many public invi- 


tations, and for which he uſed ſo many private perſua- 


ſions, well Knowin g that the viſible church depends up- 


on Wem c dth, conſolation and peace which they min- 


” 1 65 bu might attend to theſe ſubjects and be 


inen 


blamelel the children of God without rebuke, was the 
peculiar objełt 4 f his deſire for a conſiderable part of 
his life; was what he beſought you, as with his dying 
breath to dbſerve, and will give him peculiar Joy, in 
that world of peace and glory to which we truſt he has 


alerted; 


Where there is ſo general an intereſt in a bereave- 
ment, obſervations conſined to particular characters, 
though more nearly connected with him, would be in- 
expedient ſuch obſervations, therefam ſhall not be 

. attempted. Let us generally conſider whatever was 
excellent, whatever was pure, whatever was juſt, or 


lovely, or commendable in him ; and may God ſancti· 


26 On the Death of:Prefident Stiles; :- 
fy the beteavement by bleſling his Ns in cheſe re- 


ſpects to you and to me. e ee 


= v 


be conclude the ſubject, let us con Gder the intru8ion 


to be derived from the conduQ of the faithful! in general 


who have ſhone, or ſtill ſhine as . in the world. Let 


us look above all lexamples merel y of a humany nature, and 
fixour principal attention on Jeſus Chriſt gur F ore gun 
ner and Lord. His word i is the only petfeg rule; his 
character the only perfect example for ou Conduct. — 


God grant that we may know his will and obey it; and 


- when He who is the chief Shepherd all appear, that 


we may be graciouſly acknowledged : as his followers 
and with all who are ſanCtified be crowned with never 


fading glory in the EEE) of God, through Jeſus | 


| Chriſt. 


Now to him who is able to keep you from falling, 
and to preſent you faultleſs before the preſence of his glory 
with exceeding. joy: to the only wiſe 18 our Saviour bel 


domi nion and rags men. 
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